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Paet XVIII. 

INTERNMENT OF THE GERMAN WARSHIP PRINZ EITEL 

FRIEDRICH. 



The Secretary of State to the German Ambassador. 

Department of State, 
Washington, March 18, 1915. 

Excellency: The Department of State has received from the Navy 
Department the report of the board of naval officers who made an 
examination of H. M. S. Prinz Eitel Friedrich, now in the harbor of 
Newport News, Va., with a view to ascertaining the repairs necessary to 
put the vessel in a thoroughly seaworthy condition, and from this report 
it appears that the time required for these repairs will be a period of 
14 working days. The Government has concluded, therefore, that 
H. M. S. Prinz Eitel Friedrich will be allowed until midnight of the close 
of the 6th day of April next to complete her repairs, and that she will be 
allowed 24 hours in addition, or until midnight of the 7th day of April, 
to leave the territorial waters of the United States, or failing this that she 
will be under the necessity of accepting internment within American 
jurisdiction during the continuance of the wars in which your country is 
now engaged. 

This information has been confidentially conveyed to the Treasury 
Department with the request that it be transmitted immediately to the 
commander of H. M. S. Prinz Eitel Friedrich. 

Accept, etc., W. J. Bryan. 



Memorandum to the British Embassy. 

Department of State, 
Washington, March 29, 1915. 
The Department of State has received the memorandum, dated 
March 24, 1915, l from His Britannic Majesty's Embassy, inviting atten- 

1 Not printed. 
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tion to the principle embodied in Article XVI of The Hague Convention, 
of 1907, No. XIII, paragraph 3, namely: that a belligerent warship may 
not leave a neutral port or roadstead until 24 hours after the departure of 
an enemy merchant ship. 

It is pointed out that this convention was signed by Great Britain, but 
not ratified; that it was adhered to by the United States; that the prin- 
ciple referred to is generally accepted (Oppenheim sections 333 and 347) ; 
and that the regulations issued by the British Government on Jan- 
uary 31, 1862, embodied this principle in sections 2 and 3. 

His Britannic Majesty's Embassy states that it has no doubt that 
this principle will be taken into consideration by the United States 
authorities in regard to the departure of the German war vessel now 
undergoing repairs in the port of Newport News, Va. 

In reply the Department of State informs His Britannic Majesty's 
Embassy that the Government of the United States has given instruc- 
tions that this rule of international law be observed by the Prim Eitel 
Friedrich upon her departure from an American port. 



The German Ambassador to the Secretary of State. 
[Translation.] 

J. No. A 2578.] Imperial German Embassy, 

Washington, D. C, April 8, 1915. 

Mr. Secretary of State: I have the honor to express to Your 
Excellency my most sincere thanks for the accommodating treatment 
accorded H. M. S. Prim Eitel Friedrich during her stay at Newport 
News. I have been especially gratified to hear that the Government of 
the United States had taken far-reaching safety measures for the protec- 
tion of the ship from the various menaces of an attack. 

I venture therefore respectfully to beg Your Excellency kindly to con- 
vey this expression of my thanks to the Departments and officials con- 
cerned. Neither shall I fail to apprize my Government of the attention 
shown M. H. S. Prim Eitel Friedrich. 

Accept, etc., J. Bernstorff. 



